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LAST OF THE OCEAN SLAVE-TRADERS*

IN the month of April, 1861, a bark, registering 215 tons,
anchored in the bay of Port Liberte, a place of no
considerable importance, on the northerly coast of the
island of Hayti, about twenty miles from the boundary of
Santo Domingo. The vessel carried the flag of France, and
the captain called himself Jules Letellier. The name of the ves-
sel was not painted upon the stern, as is required by our law;
but the captain gave her name as Guillaume Tell, bound from
Havana to Havre, He stated that he had suffered a dis-
aster at the island of Guadaloupe, and that he had been com-
pelled to throw a part of his cargo overboard. He said also
that his object in putting into the port was to obtain assistance
for the recovery of his cargo; and for that purpose he solicited
recruits. The authorities became suspicious of the craft, and
an arrest was made of the vessel, her officers and men. After
some delay the vessel was sent to Port au Prince, where she
was condemned and confiscated upon the charge of being
engaged " in piracy and slave-trading on the coast of Hayti."
Upon investigation it appeared that the true name of the
vessel was William, and that the name of the captain was An-
tonio Pelletier. Pelletier was tried according to the laws of
Hayti, convicted and sentenced to death. The sentence was
commuted to imprisonment for a term of years. The facts
of his arrest and of the sentence pronounced upon him were
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